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RETURN’ to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 30 November 1882 ’.—for, 

COPY “of the Reports made by the Inspectors of the Local Government 
Board on the Subject of Apprehended Distress in the Ennistymon and 
Corrofin Unions, dated the 6th and 10th days of November 1882 
respectively.” 


(No. 34,161 — 82.) 

REPORT of Dr. G. F. Roughan to the Local Government Board. 
CORROFIN UNION. 


Gentlemen, Galway, 10 November 1882. 

In pursuance of instructions conveyed to me in your letter of the 7tb instant, 
I proceeded at once to Corrofin Union, and made inquiry as to the appre- 
hended distress referred to in a resolution of the guardians on the 2nd instant. I 
drove through several portions of the union said to be most distressed, making 
inquiry as I went along as to the condition of the people, and subsequently 
attended a meeting of the hoard of guardians on yesterday, when the matter 
was fully, aud as appeared to me, fairly discussed. 

I regret to state that, except in Newland, an extensive failure in the potato 
crop — the most sanguine estimated as equal to half last year’s crop, while others 
estimated at one-third, — the potatoes are very small, and in some places not 
worth the trouble of digging ; the failure is not owing to the old disease, but has 
been caused by a want of growth in the tubers, attributable to the wetness and 
coldness of the latter days of Summer, and the commencement of August. 
Potatoes are now selling in Corrofin for 6 d. per stone, while they could be hal 
last year for 3 d. There is little or no employment given by the farmers iii this 
union ; it was the same last year, but then the small labourers and cottiers had 
a supply of potatoes which maintained them in comparative comfort, but this 
year, or at least in the beginning of next, they will be without potatoes or the 
means of purchasing other description of food. Up to this time no undue 
pressure in the poor law system has taken place, as in 


Out-door Relief. 

In 1879 there were 100 persons on out-door relief. 
1880 „ 122 „ „ 

1881 „ 95 „ „ 

1882 „ 169 „ „ 

Indoor Relief. 


In 1879 there were in Workhouse - - 144 

1880 „ „ 132 

1881 „ „ - 116 

1882 „ „ 107 


There are two rates struck annually in this union, usually in January and 
July. 
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REPORTS ON THE APPREHENDED DISTRESS 


Average. 


The rates in January and July 


s. 

18/9 were 2 
1880 „ 2 
1881 „ 2 
1882 „ 2 


d. 

5 $ 

3 £ 

6 

54 


The financial condition of the union at present is by no means satisfactory, as 
is shown by the fact that, assuming the outstanding rates all collected, there 
will he no funds to meet the expenditure from the present time up to about the 
1st February, when the warrants for the new rates will be placed in the hands 
of the collectors. 

It is quite clear that some steps must be taken to meet the distress that will set 
in before the expiration of a month. The guardians seemed most anxious that 
I should recommend the construction of the West Clare Railway, but on making 
Inquiry I find that that one work would not, from inconvenience of distance, 
afford "employment to some of the most distressed divisions. Other guardians 
suggested that this work should be supplemented by loans from the Tre asury 
to tenants to improve their holdings ; the only question, after admitting the 
necessity of external aid, is whether it should he afforded from the Exchequer, 
or whether the resources of the Poor Law should be brought into requisition. 

The rates are not extraordinarily high, not higher 1 believe than those in 
other unions similarly circumstanced. I have made an approximate calculation 
from which I conclude that a sum of about GOO l. properly expended would tide 
the guardians over their difficulties until next July or August. An average rate 
of about 8 d. iu the £. would realise that sum, but yet the union is very poor; 
and when the seed rate, which must be levied with the next rate in January, is 
added, I fear the occupiers rated over 4 l. would find it very difficult to meet 
the rate as well as their other engagements. 

I have, &c. 

To the Local Government Board. (signed) George F. Roughan. 


(No. 33,744-82.) 

REPORT of Mr. R. Bourse to the Local Government Board. 
ENNISTYMON UNION. 

Gentlemen, 36, Elgin-road, Dublin, 6 November 1882. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the J st, transmitting 
a minute of the Ennistymon Board of Guardians on the subject of the distress 
said to be at present existing- among the small farmers and labourers of the 
Ennistymon Union, and dwelling on the necessity for providing employment 
for the poor during the coming winter and spring; and in compliance with your 
instructions, desiring to be furnished with a report on the subject, especially as 
to the statement that the resources at the guardians’ disposal will fall far short 
of coping with the distress apprehended, I have the honour to state as 
follows: 

Having been connected with the union as inspector for a long course of years, 
lam perfectly familiar with its normal circumstances, and the condition of the 
poorer classes of its population ; and having during the Autumn of this year 
made personal inquiries into the produce of the potato, corn, and green crops, 
and the quality of the fuel, I am in a position to speak with confidence of its 
present state without any special visit to the district. 

I have therefore the honour to submit the following Report for your in- 
formation : 

1 . The potatoes grown this year in the union were of two kinds, the earlier 
sort consisting of home-grown seed of old varieties, and the later kinds, prin- 
cipally champions. Spring frosts injured the first at an early stage, and a wet 
Summer destroyed what the frost had left ; there has been therefore almost no 
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return from them. The champions have yielded unequally, and have probably 
perished by disease, to the extent of one-third. There will therefore, beyond all 
doubt, be a scarcity of this kiud of food, which at the present moment is selling 
at twice the price of ordinary years. 

The corn was a fair crop, but being late it suffered seriously from the storm 
of Sunday the 1st October, and a large quantity has been lost. 

Turf was cut in usual quantities, and fairly saved, but the great prevalence of 
wet has prevented its becoming thoroughly dry, and drawing it from the hogs 
is a difficult operation. Consequently, it is selling now at about one-third 
more than usual. 

It does not admit of a doubt that these casualties will operate adversely to 
the prosperity and ease of the small occupier and the labourer. The larger 
farmer will be supported by the high price of stock, and the abundance of hay 
available for winter keep ; but those without cattle will lose this compensating 
element, and suffer in proportion. 

2. It is of course possible, but by no means certain, that these circumstances 
will throw upon the union an unusual degree of destitution. Up to the pre- 
sent time there is not much indication of it, as will appear by the annexed 
table (No. 1), which shows an increase of only 35 on the inmates of the work- 
house on the 1st instant, compared with the corresponding period of last year, 
and this increase may, perhaps, be explained by a reduction of 219, or 6" per 
cent., in out-door relief, caused by a rule of the guardians recently made of 
limiting tin's form of relief to widows with three children, or sick persons not 
safely removable to hospital. 

It may also in some measure be attributable to the recent introduction of the 
Sisters of Mercy as nurses in the infirmary, which thus becomes popular among 
aged and infirm people. 

3. But assuming that the distress may attain larger proportions as the season 
advances, the question arises whether the accommodation in the workhouse 
will be adequate to the demand upon it. 

In ilie first place it must be. observed that the limit of accommodation in the 
workhouse is 8/5 by sealed order, and though owing to the varying proportion 
of classes, and other circumstauces, the entire number may not find room, still 
there seems no doubt that double the present number of inmates could be re- 
ceived and properly accommodated. The house is moderately well supplied 
with clothing, and a fresh supply of bedding and blankets has recently been 
ordered. The union is in good credit, and no difficulty need be experienced in 
procuring- all necessary supplies. 

4. But can the resources of the union meet the strain ? Its valuation is about 
40,000 and the population probably not much over 21,000. The rates levied 
for the relief of the poor, including medical charities, and all other incidental 
expenses during the last five years, are given in ilie Return annexed (No. 2). 
The rate now in collection is larger than usual, not owing to increased destitu- 
tion, hut because in the year 1880, when the distribution of seed potatoes was 
taking place, there was not. time to prepare a second rate. The union thus fell 
into embarrassment from which it required a heavy rate to relieve it, and the 
present assessment has been made on an estimate for 12 months, so as to make 
up for the levy omitted in 1880. 

This rate is far from oppressive ; on an average it is under 3 s. in the £., and 
the case cited in the minute of the guardians where the rate is 5 s. 1 d. is 
influenced by peculiar circumstauces. 

It is in the electoral division of Miltown-Malbay, where in the first half- 
year of 1882, 62/. was expended on relief to the families of imprisoned suspects, 
and in the following half-year 106/. for the same object. Moreover, in the 
first half-year out-door relief was issued to the amount of 165 /., now reduced 
to 78 /. ; and the poundage rate was further increased by payment on account of 
a sewerage loan. 

It can hardly be contended that the resources of the union have up to the 
present been seriously drawn on by the expenditure for relief of the poor, and 
I certainly think it premature 10 allege that they will prove insufficient to meet 
prospective expenses, and that extrinsic aid drawn from the general taxation 
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4 REPORTS ON THE APPREHENDED DISTRESS 

of the country will be required adequately to provide for the destitute 
poor. 

5. But whilst I feel bound to express this opinion, I am far from wishing to 
discourage the undertaking of works calculated to develop the resources of the 
district, and at the same time provide work and wages for the poor. Employ- 
ment for the labouring classes at the hands of farmers is scarcely to be expected. 
It is never afforded otherwise than sparingly, and this year it will probably 
shrink to lower dimensions than ever. There appears to be a balance of land 
improvement loans, amounting to nearly 6,000 l., still unexpended, but its dis- 
bursement depends upon so many contingencies that it cannot safely be 
counted on. 

The pier of Liseannor, referred to in the minute, is, beyond all question, a 
work of the utmost importance to the district, and it is unfortunate that the 
conditions preliminary to obtaining the loan were not complied with. If it is 
not too late, I think the local contributions might still be obtained. 

In the same way, if the West Clare Railway could he floated, as a financial 
scheme, and a contractor obtained by the directors of the company, it would be 
most desirable. But all these sources of relief are valuable more for the per- 
manent advantages they would realise than for the temporary assistance they 
would give to the poor ; and my own opinion, drawn from abstract reasoning as 
well as from experience, is, that any works undertaken not for commercial or 
reproductive purposes, but for the object of providing temporary relief to 
distressed people, are demoralising to them, and dangerous to the permanent 
prosperity of the country. 

1 have, &c. 

To the Local Government Board. (signed) R. Bourke. 


No. 1. 

ENNISTYMON UNION. 


Return of the Numbers Relieved in and out of the Workhouse for Yeare ending 
1st November 


1 87 8. 

18 7 9. 

1 88 0. 

188 1. 

1 882. 

In-door. 

Out-door. 

In-door. 

Out-door. 

In-door. 

Out-door, j 

In-door. 

Outdoor. 

lu-door. 

Out-door; 

219 

135 

279 

115 

253 

214 

231 

326 

266 

107 
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No. 2. 


t 


ltETUttN of Rates Struck in Ennistyuok Union for tlie Years 1878, 1879, 1880, 1881, and 1882. 
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